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Generally the distinguished or interesting families or both were those where the head of the family held permanent or temporary position in the military establishment in St. Augustine.  Those positions were connected with military administration, command of component units of the troop establishment, and overall command of the troops.  The distinction and interest increased when the position holders were also big land holders and cattle ranchers.  Some of the families had the initial advantage of "name" and "social station," but others began with the "man of the family" arriving in Florida as an unmarried, private soldier, and eventually moving upward through satisfactory service, promotion, "proper" marriage, and even unexpected circumstances.  Let us give you just a few examples:

Bartolome de Arguelles arrived from Spain in 1501 with appointment as the royal accountant of Florida, by virtue of such position acted as governor jointly with the royal treasurer and royal factor in 1596-97, and seems to have returned to Spain in 1610, leaving relatives in St. Augustine.  An Antonio de Arguelles began service as a private in 1632, became regular captain in 1664, and was retired due to blindness in 1607.  A Major AIonso de Arguelles died in 1632.  His son, also named Alonso, began service as a private in 1646, had risen to captain by 1674, when he died, and his wife, Petronila de Canizares, was authorized by the crown in 1675 to continue drawing her husband's p«y.  Another Alonso de Arguelles began service in 1667, became captain eventually, and had died by early 1708.
