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Most of us North Americans were in school that the first white child born in what is now the United States was little VIRGINIA DARE who was born, in 1587, in ill-fated Roanoke Island.
However, manuscripts and documents in the archives of the United States indicate that the first Spaniard born in St. Augustine, Florida, and the first European born on the Atlantic Coast of the United States in a permanent European Settlement was "MARTIN DE ARGUELLES MORALES", born on or about 1566.
Martin de Arguelles, the father, was one of the expeditioners, an Asturian Hidalgo (Nobleman) with common bonds of blood who came to the New Spain New World with the Captain General, Pedro Menendez. He served in the Forts of San Mateo, San Agustin, and Santa Elena, was in charge of munitions at the three Forts, and held others offices.

Martin De Arguelles, Senior, was Alcalde of St. Augustine and therefore the first to raise the wand of Justice for the King of Spain in the Province of Florida. (His wife was Leonor De Morales.)

Martin (Junior) served the Spanish Crown in Portugal and several garrisons and expeditions, and embarked in the Armada which went in search of Corsair Sir Francis Drake, who put the torch to St. Augustine in 1586. Martin then served in the Fortress of Havana, Cuba, for more than four years.
From Havana, Martin Junior was transferred to Merida, Yucatan, Mexico, and in 1594 was named Sergeant Major of the Infantry. (In 16th Century terms, a "Sargento Mayor" was the "Executive Officer" of a "SPANISH TERCIO".)
(This position was one of honor and responsibility, held by an "hidalgo", a nobleman - one certified to be of noble blood.)
A "TERCIO" was the essential 16th Century Spanish military formation, utilized in the Italian Wars and thereafter, comprised of from twelve (12) to fifteen (15) Infantry Companies.
Martin Junior was named "Sargento Mayor" in 1594 by the Governor of the Province of Yucatan, Mexico. (Martin had to officer - who had been appointed by the King of Spain - who had decamped without notice or permission. In four years, nobody knew where he had gone, or why, and could not be declared dead without "Royal" approval. Meanwhile, salary payments to Martin were held up pending a Decision from the Royal Crown.

In 1598, Martin Junior appealed to authorities for payment of his salaries, presenting a petition. Hearing Officials called for testimony from a number of persons who might be able to verify or deny the petition/claim presented by Martin.
Among the nine witnesses called were several who were colonizers and highly respected men from the surrounding region of Yucatan Mexico. (Martin had to prove that he was born of properly married parents, that they were loyal subjects, and that he, Martin, was the person that he claimed to be.)
Because of these Hearings and the testimony recorded, it is known today what the witnesses said, and the TRUE FACTS ABOUT THE FIRST WHITE CHILD BORN IN WHAT IS NOW THE USA AND IN THE COUNTRY'S OLDEST CITY.
This impressive evidence, in surviving documents of the Spanish Archives, was found during research by a very distinguished American Historian, Mr. Woodbury Lowery. Transcripts of the original documents may be reviewed today in the Lowery Collection of the U.S. Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. 
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